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NOTA DEL EDITOR GENERAL

Por acuerdo de la Junta Directiva de la Sociedad, con el presente nimero del
Boletin se procede a renovar el equipo de editores de las diversas secciones. Ellos
han sido: José A. Diez, Javier Ordofiez, José A. Lépez Cerezo, Ramon Jansana, Luis
Vega, Eduardo de Bustos, Manuel Garcia-Carpintero, Francisco Alvarez, Maria
Manzano y Fernando Broncano, y Concepcion Martinez, como representante de la
SEFA. Debo agradecerles, por tanto, a todos ellos su dedicacién a las tareas de nor-
malizacién del Boletin, al tiempo que me place desear a los miembros del nuevo
equipo buen hacer y fortuna en este nuevo periodo.

Quizas sea también el momento de recordar que estas paginas estan abiertas a
todas y todos los miembros -y no miembros— de la Sociedad, dispuestos a colabo-
rar en cualquiera de sus expresiones posibles: ofreciendo informaciéon académica
institucional, de encuentros y proyectos, o de nuevas publicaciones; mediante
recensiones y notas panoramicas; con contribuciones cortas de tomas de posicion
o con discusiones colectivas. En esta nueva fase queremos que el Boletin sea algo
mas que un mero érgano informativo y responda a las necesidades de una comu-
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nicacién mas viva para las y los miembros de la Sociedad.

Los plazos de recepcién son los siguientes:
NUmero de invierno (febrero): contribuciones hasta el 15 de enero
NUumero de primavera (junio): contribuciones hasta el 15 de mayo
Numero de otofio (octubre): contribuciones hasta el 15 de septiembre
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INFORMACION GENERAL
CONGRESOS Y REUNIONES CIENTIFICAS

EVENTOS FUTUROS

o XIIl INTER-UNIVERSITY WORKSHOP
ON PHILOSOPHY AND COGNITIVE
SCIENCE.

Granada, Spain, February 25-27, 2003

Organised by

Department of Philosophy (Granada
University) in cooperation with SEFA
(“Sociedad Espaiola de Filosofia
Analitica”).

Invited Speaker

Frangois Recanati (CNRS, Paris)

Address

Departamento de Filosofia, Facultad
de Psicologia, Campus de Cartuja,
18071 Granada, Spain.

Esther Romero, eromero@ugr.es

e BETWEEN FACTS AND NORMS
Empirical Methods in Bioethics
Leuven, Belgium, March 7-8, 2003

Organised by

The conference is organised by the
Centre for Biomedical Ethics and Law
(Leuven, Belgium) for the European
Master in Bioethics.

Topics

In the last two decades an increased
interest in the contribution of
empirical research in bioethics
appeared. Instead of mere theoretical
discussions of ethical concepts or

analysis of individual cases, a new
form of ethics emerged. This
"empirical ethics" uses the methods of
social scientists.

Web site: www.masterbiogthics.org

* VIl JORNADAS SOBRE FILOSOFIA Y
METODOLOGIA ACTUAL DE LA
CIENCIA "Jornadas sobre K. Popper:
Revisién de su legado"

Ferrol, 13 y 14 de marzo

Organizado por .
Universidad de A Coruia (Area de
Légica y Filosofia de la Ciencia) y
Sociedad de Légica, Metodologia y
Filosofia de la Ciencia en Espafia

Temas

Las VIII Jornadas de Filosofia y
Metodologia actual de la Ciencia
llevan por titulo Jornadas sobre K.
Popper: Revisidon de su legado y se le
celebrarén los dias 13 y 14 de marzo
de 2003. Es un Congreso de dos dias
de duracién, centrado en un problema
basico: analizar el legado de la
Filosofia y Metodologia de la Ciencia
de K. Popper, para ver en qué medida
son hoy aceptables sus propuestas
filos6fico-metodoldgicas. Se trata de
un tema central en este ambito,
habida cuenta la relevancia que han
tenido los trabajos de Popper para
configurar la indagacion filosofica
sobre la Ciencia.




El Boletin de la SLMFCE es una publica-
cion cuatrimestral que aparece en febre-
ro, junio y octubre. Se envia gratuita-
mente a todos los miembros de la
Sociedad de Ldgica, Metodologia y
Filosofia de la Ciencia en Espana y a
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Bibliotecas de Universidades. Puede con-
sultarselo también en la Pagina Web de

la Sociedad:
www.solofici.org

Editor General:
Andoni Ibarra
sociedad@sf.ehu.es

Secretario técnico:

Ifaki Soto
sociedad@sf.ehu.es

Editores de las Secciones:

Légica:
José Miguel Saguillo
Iflgsagu@usc.es

Historia de la Légica:
Luis Vega
Ivega@fsof.uned.es

Filosofia del Lenguaje:
manuel Pérez Otero
perez@trivium.gh.ub.es

Filosofia de la Mente:
Pascual Martinez Freire
freire@uma.es

Filosofia de la Ciencia:
José Antonio Diez Calzada
jadc@astor.urv.es

Filosofia de la Tecnologia y CTS:

Marta Gonzalez
martaig@ifs.csic.es

Historia de la Ciencia:
Javier Moscoso
Jjmoscoso@correo.um.es

Filosofia y Metodologia
de las Ciencias Sociales:
J. Francisco Alvarez
jalvarez@fsof.uned.es

Direccion postal:
Alcalde José El6segui 275,
Apartado 1.594,

20080 Donostia-San Sebastian.

Teléfono: 943 017 740
Fax: 943 280 623
Correo electrénico:
sociedad@sf.ehu.es

Edita y Distribuye:
Area de Loégica y Filosofia de la
Ciencia, UNED, Madrid.

Graficas Alberdi, S. A.
Avda. Pedro Diez, 21
28019 Madrid.

Conferenciantes invitados

Donald Gillies, ( King's College,
London) British Society for the
Philosophy of Science) Jarrett Leplin
(North Carolina), Antonio Diéguez
(Universidad de Malaga), Alfredo
Marcos (Universidad de Valladolid),
Jesus Zamora Bonilla (UNED, Madrid).
Direccion

Facultad de Humanidades

Calle Dr. Vazquez Cabrera, s/n
15403-Ferrol

Tel. 981-337400 ext.: 3814. Fax. 981-
337430

e-mail: wencglez@udc.es

o || INTER-UNIVERSITY WORKSHOP
ON MIND, ART AND MORALITY
Valencia, March 27-29, 2003

Organised by

Sociedad Espafiola de Filosofia
Analitica (SEFA) and European Society
for Analytic Philosophy (ESAP)

Invited Sp eaker
Jonathan Dancy (University of
Reading, U.K.)

Topics

The | Inter-University Workshop on
Mind, Art, and Morality has recently
taken place in Murcia (Spain), with
Richard Wollheim as the invited
speaker. The second Workshop will
focus on the practical philosophy of
Jonathan Dancy.

The philosophical works and
discussions encouraged by the
Workshops on Philosophy and
Cognitive Science have tended to
focus on the disciplines more
"typically analytic", like the
philosophy of language, the
philosophy of mind and
epistemology, while no equivalent
project in areas like ethics or
aesthetics has crystallised so far. The
main purpose of the Inter-University
Workshop on Mind, Art, and Morality
is to fill this gap by stimulating the
kind of rigorous philosophical
research and discussion of the
analytic tradition on some open and
often slippery issues on aesthetic and
moral experience, argumentation,
action and value assessment. These
are problems that underlie any
genuine philosophical thinking and in
which ethics, aesthetics and the
philosophy of mind converge and
interweave. Therefore it is our hope
that this initiative will help to create
a space for discussion open to
philosophers from different fields
sharing an interest in the rigorous
study of such questions.

Address

Departament de Metafisica i Teoria
del Coneixement

Facultat de Filosofia i Ciencies de
I'Educacid
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Agda. Blasco Ibaiez 30

E-46010 Valéncia (Spain)

Tel. +34 963 86 48 48.

Fax. +34 963 86 44 32

Josep E. Corbi (Josep.Corbi@uv.es),
Jordi Valor (Jordi.Valor@uv.es)

Web site: www.uv.es/metafitc/siamm?2.html

e COMPUTING AND PHILOSOPHY IN
EUROPE
Glasgow, Scotland, March 27-29, 2003

Organised by

The Department of Philosophy and
HATII (Humanities Advanced
Technology Information Institute),
University of Glasgow, Computing
and Philosophy (CAP).

Sections
The conference will deal with all
aspects of the "computational turn"
that is occurring within the discipline
of Philosophy. The Programme
Committee are particularly interested
in submissions in the following areas:
- Cognitive Science, Epistemology
and Metaphysics
- Modularity Issues and the
Problem of Consciousness in
Philosophy
- Representation in Computational
Models of Cognition
- New Models of Logic Software
- Computer-based Learning and
Teaching Strategies and Resources
- Ethics
- The Impact of Distance Learning
on the Teaching of Philosophy
- The Role of Computers as Tools
for Philosophical Research

Address
E-mail: Cap03@philosophy.arts.gla.ac.uk
Web site: http://iacap.org/

* THE ORGANIZATION OF
KNOWLEDGE
Cambridge, April 9-12, 2003

Organised by
CRASSH

Topics

The conference will explore this
theme in a wide-ranging and
comparative context, looking at such
topics as the following: Defining
Knowledge, Transmission of
Knowledge, Educational Taxonomies,
Knowledge Communities,
Methodologies and Technologies.

Address

Centre for Research in the Arts, Social
Sciences, and Humanities,

University of Cambridge, DAMTP
Bldg, Silver Street,

Cambridge CB3 9EW.

Tel: (0)1223 766886.

Fax: (0)1223 765276.

E-mail: vp206@cam.ac.uk (Virginia Pearce)
Web site:
www.crassh.cam.ac.uk/themes/currenttheme.html

www.solofici.org
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CATEDRA MIGUEL SANCHEZ-MAZAS
DE LA UNIVERSIDAD DEL PAIS VASCO-EUSKAL HERRIKO UNIBERTSITATEA
CURSOS, SEMINARIOS, ENCUENTROS Y WORKSHOPS (2003)

* VII. JORNADAS SOBRE CIENCIA,
TECNICA, CULTURA Y SOCIEDAD:
Plantas transgénicas:
avance o retroceso?

Donostia, 17, 18 y 19 de febrero de 2003

Conferenciantes Invitados

Emilio Mufoz (CSIC, Madrid), Louis
Lemkow (UAB), Andoni Ibarra
(UPV/EHU), Antonio Bello (CSIC,
Madrid), Asier Fullaondo (UPV/EHU),
Mertxe de Renobales (UPV/EHU),
Hannot Rodriguez (Catedra Miguel
Sanchez-Mazas, UPV/EHU),

° SEMINARIOIBIOTECNOLOGiA:
ASPECTOS ETICOS, SOCIALES
Y POLITICOS
Donostia, 18 y 19 de febrero de 2003

Conferenciantes Invitados

Jon Umerez (UPV/EHU), Emilio Mufoz
(CSIC, Madrid), Louis Lemkow (UAB),
Antonio Bello (CSIC, Madrid), Asier
Fullaondo (UPV/EHU), Hannot Rodriguez
(UPV/EHU), Helen Groome (EHNE)

* lll. REUNION DE DIDACTICA
DE LA HISTORIA DE LA FILOSOFIA
EN EL BACHILLERATO:

La Filosofia en la sociedad
Bilbao, 5, 6 y 7 mayo de 2003

Conferenciantes Invitados

Nicanor Ursua (UPV/EHU), Elias Gorii
(Azkoitia-Azpeitia BH Institutoa),
Juan Igartua (UPV/EHU), Luis M.
Cifuentes (SEPFI), Angel Camacho
(Grupo ARGO, Oviedo), Julian Pacho
(UPV/EHU), Francisco Jarauta
(Universidad de Murcia, Director

de la coleccion Arquitectura),
Xabier Eizagirre (Campus Virtual,
UPV/EHU)

* V. WORKSHOP SOBRE )
FILOSOFIA DE LA ECONOMIA:
Politicas de innovacion, cooperacion
y participacion social.

Una mirada desde el Norte
Donostia, 19 de mayo de 2003

Conferenciantes Invitados

Pedro Ibarra (UPV/EHU, Hegoa),
Alberto Escobar (CITMA, Holguin,
Cuba), Stefan Kuhlmann (Fraunhofer

e RELATIVISM: COGNITIVE AND
MORAL
Dublin, Ireland, May 15-16, 2003

Organised by

National Committee for Philosophy
Topics

The 2003 Conference will take place
in Academy House, Dublin. The
principal speaker will be Simon
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Institute Systems and Innovation
Research, Universitat Utrecht), Mikel
Landabaso (UE, Miembro del
Netherlands Development Assistance
Research Council), Jesus Sebastian
(CSIC, Madrid), Mikel Gémez Uranda
(UPV/EHU)

e SEMINARIO TECNOCIENCIA Y
CULTURA: TECNOCIENCIA Y
CULTURA DE LA INDETERMINACION:
LAS REPRESENTACIONES COMO
PAUTAS DE ACCION
Donostia, 30 y 31 de octubre de 2003

Conferenciantes Invitados

Aitor Sorreluz (Catedra Miguel
Sanchez-Mazas, UPV/EHU), Javier
Moscoso (Universidad de Murcia),
Anna Estany (UAB), Fernando
Broncano (Universidad Carlos I,
Madrid), Javier Echeverria

(CSIC, Madrid), Marta I.

Gonzalez (CSIC, Madrid)

e lll. REUNION SOBRE INFORMATICA Y
ETICA: La ética en la informatica
desde el punto de vista de la ciencia
ficcion
Donostia, 3 y 4 de noviembre de 2003

Conferenciantes Invitados

Julio Abascal (UPV/EHU), Miquel

Barcel6 (Universidad Politécnica de

Catalunya), David Shenk (Autor de

"Data Smog. Surviving the

information glut"), Raul Trejo

(Autor de "La nueva alfombra magica.

Usos y mitos de Internet,

la red de redes"), David Lyon (autor

de "El ojo electrénico. El auge de la

sociedad de la vigilancia"), Rafael

Fernandez (Director de Novatica.

Madrid)

e V. ENCUENTRO SOBRE CIENCIA,
TECNOLOGIA Y SOCIEDAD:
Etica de la responsabilidad.
Donacion de vivo
Pamplona, 10 de noviembre de 2003

Blackburn, Professor of Philosophy at
the University of Cambridge. The
Committee invites proposals for other
papers. Papers on all aspects of the
problem of relativism, (including
epistemic, conceptual, ethical and
political aspects of relativism) from
various philosophical traditions are
welcome.

Conferenciantes Invitados

Blanca Miranda (Organizacién
Nacional de Trasplantes), Carlos
Alvarez (Fil6sofo y médico, Univ. de
Comillas, Madrid), Lydia Feito (Filésofa
y bioética, Univ. Carlos Ill, Madrid),
Jon Arrizabalaga (Historiador de la
Medicina, CSIC, Barcelona), Juan
Carlos Garcia Valdecasas (Cirujano,
Hospital Clinic, Barcelona), Enrique
Moreno (Cirujano, Hospital 12 de
Octubre, Madrid), Garbifie Biurrun
(Jueza), Koldo Martinez (Hospital de
Navarra, Irunea)

e ll. ENCUENTRO SOBRE
DIVULGACION Y COMUNICACION
DE LA CIENCIA: Divulgacion
cientifica: entre el conocimiento
y el entretenimiento
Bilbao, 25y 26 de noviembre de 2003

Conferenciantes Invitados

Alex Fernandez (El Pais, Bilbao),
Eider Carton (Elhuyar), Arantxa
Iraola (Euskaldunon Egunkaria),
Jesus M. Ugalde (UPV/EHU),

M? José Casado (Revista Muy
Interesante)

e SEMINARIO LA FILOSOFIA
CIENTIFICA EN EL SIGLO XX. UN
BALANCE PROVISIONAL [Homenaje
a Hans Reichenbach en el 50
aniversario de su muerte]

Donostia, 16 y 17 de diciembre de 2003

Conferenciantes Invitados

Thomas Mormann (UPV/EHU),
Andreas Bartels (Univ. de Bonn),
Mauricio Suarez (UCM), Juan Bautista
Bengoetxea (Catedra Miguel Sanchez-
Mazas, UPV/EHU)

Direccion

Catedra Miguel Sanchez-Mazas
(UPV/EHU)

Jose Elosegi 275

20015 Donostia-San Sebastian.

Tel.: 943-017447. Fax: 943-280623.
e-mail: sanchez-mazas@sc.ehu.es
www.sc.ehu.es/sfwcamsm/jarduerak.htm
www.folli.org

Address

Secretary, National Committee for
Philosophy,

Royal Irish Academy,

19 Dawson Street, DUBLIN 2.

Tel: 01 6762570. Fax: 01 6762346.
E-Mail: L.Mahoney@ria.ie

Web site:
www.ria.ie/committees/philosophy/news.html

www.solofici.org
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e THIRD BARCELONA WORKSHOP ON
ISSUES IN THE THEORY OF REFERENCE
Barcelona, 5-7 June, 2003.

Organised by

LOGOS, Grup de Recerca en Logica,
Llenguatge i Cognici6 / Logic,
Language and Cognition Research
Group

Invited Speakers

Mark Johnston (Princeton), Stephen
Yablo (MIT), Crispin Wright (St.
Andrews)

Topics

GENERAL TERMS. Saul Kripke's Naming
and Necessity and Hillary Putnam's
"The Meaning of Meaning" pointed
out important similarities between
proper names and some general terms
such as "tiger", "chunk of gold",
"gold", "water", "iron pyrites", "light"
and "lightning". This third edition of
the Barcelona Workshop will be
devoted to the study of the semantics
of natural kind terms and other
general terms. Some questions to be
addressed are: What do terms such as
"cat", "lightning", "chunk of gold"
and "gold" have in common? What
sort of entities do they denote? What
distinguishes them, if anything, from
other general terms such as "red",
"chair" or "pediatrician"? What is the
significance of the count/mass
distinction for our understanding of
the semantics of these terms? Mark
Johnston's "Manifest Kinds" (1997)
and Scott Soames' Beyond Rigidity
(2001) are instances of important
recent work on the topic of the
Workshop.

The Barcelona Workshop on Issues in
the Theory of Reference is a small
format conference that attempts to
provide ample space for discussion
and informal interaction among
participants.

Address
E-Mail: logos@pch.ub.es
Web site: www.ub.es/grc_logos/bw3

° THE SECOND ANNUAL ARHB
CONFERENCE ON INNATENESS AND
THE STRUCTURE OF THE MIND

Sheffield, England, 2-5 July, 2003

Organised by
AHRB Project

Topics

This interdisciplinary conference will
investigate the interaction of culture
and the innate mind. To what extent
are mature cognitive capacities a
reflection of particular cultures and to
what extent are they a product of
innate elements? How do innate
elements interact with culture to
achieve mature cognitive capacities?
How do minds generate and shape
cultures? How are cultures processed
by minds?
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Address

Dr. Stephen Laurence,

Innateness and the Structure of the
Mind, Department of Philosophy,
University of Sheffield,

Sheffield S10 2TN UK.

E-mail: innateness_project@shef.ac.uk
Web site: www.shef.ac.uk/~phil/AHRB-
Project/YearTwoConference.html

e BRITISH SOCIETY FOR THE
PHILOSOPHY OF SCIENCE
Conference 2003

Belfast, North Ireland, July 17-18, 2003

Organised by
British Society for the Philosophy of
Science

Address

BSPS 2003,

Professor David Evans,

School of Philosophical Studies,
Queen's University Belfast,
Belfast BT7 1NN

E-mail: jdg.evans@qub.ac.uk

Web site: www.dur.ac.uk/philosophy.
department/bsps/Events.html#conf2002

* LOGICA 2003
Castle Zahradky, Czech Republic,
17-20 June, 2003.

Organized by
The Institute of Philosophy, Academy
of Sciences of the Czech Repubilic,

Topics

Since 1987 the LOGICA Symposia have
become an interdisciplinary platform
for discussion on all aspects of logic
among both internationally renowned
scholars and young researchers.

Invited speakers

Hartry Field (New York), Graeme
Forbes(New Orleans), Bob Hale
(Glasgow) and Wilfrid
Hodges(London).

Submissions

Contributions devoted to any of the
wide range of logical problems are
welcome except those focused on
specialised technical Applications.
Particularly welcome are contributions
that cover the issues interesting both
for 'philosophically' and for
'mathematically' oriented logicians.
The deadline for receiving the
abstracts is February 28th, 2003. The
notification of acceptance will be
distributed by March 31st 2003.
Selected contributions to LOGICA are
published by the Academy of Sciences.

Address

Timothy Childers & Vladimir Svoboda
Co-chairs of the Organizing
Committee

Institute of Philosophy, ASCR

Jilska 1, 110 00 Prague 1, Czech
Republic

fax: +420-2/22220138

E-mail: logica@mbox.cesnet.cz

Web site:
www.flu.cas.cz/logica/konf/log2003.html#top
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e [Il PRINCIPIA INTERNATIONAL
SYMPOSIUM: The works of Quine
Florianépolis, Brazil, 8-11 November, 2003

Organised by
Logic and Epistemology Research
Group

Topics

Although the main theme of the
symposium will be the works of
Willard Van Orman Quine, the
conference also welcomes
contributions addressing topics in
other areas of Philosophy as well.
There will also be special sessions on
logic and on philosophy of biology.
Conferences can be held in English,
French, Portuguese, and Spanish.

Invited speakers

Oswaldo Chateaubriand (Pontifical
Catholic University of Rio de Janeiro ),
Gary Hatfield (University of
Pennsylvania), Newton C. A. da Costa
(University of Sao Paulo,
FederalUniversity of Santa Catarina),
Hugh Lacey (Swarthrmore College),
Michel Ghins (Université Catholique
de Louvain), Jodo Paulo Monteiro
(University of Lisbon), Paul Gochet
(University of Liege), Michel Paty
(Université Paris VIl — Denis Diderot ),
Susan Haack (University of Miami)

Submission

Contributions (in English, French,
Spanish or Portuguese) are invited in
the form of extended (1200 - 1500
words) abstracts. Please send 3 copies
plus an electronic version to the
address below. The abstract should be
typed in 11pt, in RTF or LaTeX,
without footnotes, page numbers,
and frames. Abstracts must be
submitted anonymously (a separate
identification page must be included).
Submissions must be received by
march 31st, 2003, by the Organizing
Committee. Authors will be notified
of acceptance by APRIL 30th, 2003.
Abstracts will be available for
participants by the time of the
conference. Contributed papers
(dealing with epistemological themes)
will be invited for submission (in full
version) to a special issue of Principia.
Other papers will be invited for
submission to a special volume of
proceedings, to be published by
NEL/UFSC.

Address

Third Principia International
Symposium

Departamento de Filosofia
Universidade Federal de Santa
Catarina

Caixa Postal 476

CEP: 88010-970 - Floriandpolis,SC -
Brazil

Phone/Fax: + 55 48 331.8808
email: nel@cfh.ufsc.br

Web site: www.cfh.ufsc.br/principia/

www.solofici.org
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e COMPUTING AND PHILOSOPHY IN
EUROPE
Glasgow, March 27- 29, 2003

Organised by

Department of Philosophy and HATII
(Humanities Advanced Technology
Information Institute), University of
Glasgow, Computing and Philosophy
(CAP)

Topics

The conference will deal with all
aspects of the "computational turn"
that is occurring within the
discipline of Philosophy. The
Programme Committee is
particularly interested in the
following areas: Cognitive Science,
Epistemology and Metaphysics;
Modularity Issues and the Problem
of Consciousness in Philosophy;
Representation in Computational
Models of Cognition; New Models of
Logic Software; Computer-based
Learning and Teaching Strategies
and Resources; Ethics; The Impact of
Distance Learning on the Teaching
of Philosophy; The Role of
Computers as Tools for Philosophical
Research.

Address
Web site: www.gla.ac.uk/departments/
philosophy/ECAPhtml

¢ [L@25: A CONFERENCE TO
CELEBRATE THE TWENTY-FIFTH
ANNIVERSARY OF THE FIRST
INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON
INFORMAL LOGIC

Windsor, Ontario (Canada),

May 14 - 17, 2003

Organised by

J. Anthony Blair, Ralph H. Johnson,
Hans V. Hansen, Christopher W.
Tindale.

Invited speakers

Sharon Bailin (Simon Fraser
University), Maurice Finocchiaro
(University Of Nevada, Las Vegas),
Alvin Goldman (Rutgers University).

Address

University of Windsor

401 Sunset Avenue
Windsor, Ontario

N9B 3P4

Phone:(519) 253-3000,
Fax:(519) 973-7050

Web site: www.uwindsor.ca/ossa

° CONTEXT'03: FOURTH
INTERNATIONAL AND
INTERDISCIPLINARY CONFERENCE
ON MODELING AND USING
CONTEXT

Stanford, California (USA),

June 18-20, 2003

Organised by
CONTEXT

Topics
Context affects a wide range of
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activities in humans and animals as
well as in artificial agents and other
computer programs. The importance
of context is widely acknowledged,
and "context" has become an area of
study in its own right, as evidenced by
the numerous workshops, symposia,
seminars, and conferences held
recently. The Fourth International and
Interdisciplinary Conference on
Modeling and Using Context
(CONTEXT'03), will provide a high-
quality forum, for discussions about
context among researchers active in
artificial intelligence and other areas
of computer science, cognitive
science, linguistics, the organizational
sciences, philosophy, and psychology,
with a strong emphasis on
interdisciplinary research.

Address

Web site:
www.context.umcs.maine.edu/CONTEXT-03
and www.context.umcs.maine.edu

e PRIMER CONGRESOIENTRE LA REAL
SOCIEDAD MATEMATICA ESPANOLA
Y LA AMERICAN MATHEMATICAL
SOCIETY

Sevilla, 18-21 Junio, 2003

Organizado por
Real Sociedad Matematica Espaiola,
American Mathematical Society.

Temas

El programa de este congreso consta
de seis conferencias plenarias, 38
sesiones especiales y una sesion de
"contributed papers".

Direccion

E-mail: inf-rsme-ams@us.es

Web site:
WWW.us.es/rsme-ams/spanish/spanish.htm

e THE INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY FOR
HISTORY, PHILOSOPHY, AND SOCIAL
STUDIES OF BIOLOGY (ISHPSSB)
2003 MEETING

Vienna, Austria, July 16-20, 2003

Organised by

The International Society for History,
Philosophy, and Social Studies of
Biology (ISHPSSB), Konrad Lorenz
Institute for Evolution and Cognition
Research (KLI), University of Vienna.

Topics

As was officially announced at
Quinnipiac, the next meeting of our
Society will be held in Vienna, Austria,
in mid-July 2003, at the invitation of
the Konrad Lorenz Institute for
Evolution and Cognition Research
(KLI) and the University of Vienna.
Our local hosts are Werner Callebaut,
who is the scientific manager of the
KLI, and Gerd Mueller, who chairs the
KLI Board and is a professor at the
Faculty of Medicine of the University
of Vienna.

)
oA
CONGRESOS Y REUNIONES CIENTIFICAS

Addresses

Rob Skipper (ISHPSSB Program Chair
2003), Department of Philosophy
University of Cincinnati, 206
McMicken Hall, Cincinnati, OH 45221-
0374 USA. Phone: (513) 556-6340; Fax:
(513) 556-2939.

skippera@email.uc.edu.

Werner Callebaut. Phone: +43-2242-
32390-18, Fax: +43-2242-32390-4.
werner.callebaut@kla.uni vie.ac.at

Web site: www.phil.vt.edu/ishpssh/

e THE XXIst WORLD CONGRESS OF
PHILOSOPHY: “PHILOSOPHY FACING
WORLD PROBLEMS"”

Istanbul, Turkey, August 10-17, 2003

Organised by

The International Federation of
Philosophical Societies. Hosted by: The
Philosophical Society of Turkey.

Topics

This first congress of the XXIst
Century and of the Third Millenium
will focus on problems we are faced
with at the turn of the century, in the
light of philosophical knowledge. It
aims at giving a picture of the present
state of philosophy and to point at
trends of development of philosophy
in the services of humanity.

Sections

Plenary Sessions:

1. The Role of Philosophy:
Enlightenment, Post-modern
Thought and Other Perspectives.

2. New Developments in Science and
Technology: Ethical and
Philosophical Challenges.

3. Globalisation and Cultural Identity.

4. Human Rights, the State and
International Order.

Symposia:

1. Inequality, Poverty and
Development: Philosophical
Perspectives.

. Violence, War and Peace.

. Democracy and its Future:
Citizenship and Civil Society.

. Human Rights: Concepts, Problems
and Prospects.

5. Philosophy in Turkey.

Address

Turkiye Felsefe Kurumu Dernegi,
Ahmet RasimSokak 8/2 Cankaya,
06550 Ankara, Turkey.

Fax: + 90 312 441 02 97

Web site: www.wcp2003.org

A wWN

e 12th INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS OF
LOGIC METHODOLOGY AND
PHILOSOPHY OF SCIENCE

Oviedo, August 7-13, 2003

Organised by

The Division of Logic, Methodology
and Philosophy of Science (DLMPS) of
the International Union of History and
Philosophy of Science (IUHPS).
Sections of the Congress and Section
Program Committees

The work of the Congress is divided

www.solofici.org
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into several sections which represent

different areas of logic, methodology

and philosophy of science. The 12th

Congress (2003) will comprise the

following sections:

A LOGIC

A.1 Mathematical Logic (proof theory,
recursion theory, model theory,
set theory)

Committee: Jan Krajicek (Czech
Rep.), Boris Zilber (UK), Stevo
Todorcevic (Canada), Rod.Downey
(N2).

A.2 Philosophical logic (non-classical
logics, logic and language,
foundations of logic).

Committee: Johan van Benthem
(Netherlands), Larry Moss (USA),
Daniele Mundici (Italy), Hans Rott
(Germany).

A.3 Logic and computation
(knowledge representation and
Al, verification, semantics of
programs, interactive proofs,
computational linguistics.)
Committee: Joerg Flum
(Germany), Dexter Kozen (USA),
Per Martin-Loef (Sweden),
Mogens Niellsen (Denmark)

B GENERAL PHILOSOPHY OF SCIENCE

B.1 Methodology: Explanation,
causality, and laws; Models,
experiment, and theory
Committee: Ron Giere (USA), Mary
S. Morgan (UK), Mauricio Suarez
(UK)

B.2 Induction, probability and

statistics Induction, statistical
inference, learning theory,
decision theory.
Committee: Theo Kuipers
(Netherlands), Donald.Gillies (UK),
Deborah Mayo (USA)

C PHILOSOPHICAL ISSUES OF

PARTICULAR SCIENCES

C.1 Philosophy of mathematics
Committee: Stuart Shapiro (USA) ,
Mark Steiner (Israel), Penelope
Maddy (USA)

C.2 Philosophy of the physical sciences
Committee: Andreas Kamlah
(Germany), Roberto Torretti
(Chile), John Earman (USA)

C.3 Philosophy of the biological
sciences
Committee: Jean Gayon (France),
Alex Rosenberg (USA), Osamu
Kanamori (Japan)

C.4 Philosophy of the cognitive
science and artificial intelligence
(including computational
perspectives in psychology)
Committee: Richard Grandy (USA),
Stella Vosniadou (Greece),
Daniel.Kayser (France)

C.5 Philosophy of linguistics
Committee: Jeff Pelletier (Canada),
Uwe Reyle (Germany),Tom Wasow
(USA)

C.6 Philosophy of the social sciences
(including non-computational
psychoogy)

Committee: Uskali Maki
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(Netherlands), Don Ross (South
Africa), Felix Ovejero (Spain).

D ETHICAL, SOCIAL, AND HISTORICAL
PERSPECTIVES ON PHILOSOPHY OF
SCIENCE

D.1 History of logic, methodology,
and philosophy of science
History of the topics covered by
the Programme of the Congress.
Committee: Jan Wolenski
(Poland), Volker Peckhaus
(Germany), Valentin Bazhanov
(Russia)

D.2 Ethics of science and technology
Ethical problems of scientific
research, applied science, and
technology.

Committee: Wlodek Rabinowich
(Sweden), John Broome (UK),
Isaac Levi (USA)

D.3 Philosophical questions raised by
the history and sociology of
science
Committee: James Robert Brown
(Canada), Oswaldo Pessoa (Brasil),
Catherine Chevalley (France)

Address

Universidad de Oviedo, Facultad de
Filosofia, Tte. Alfonso Martinez s/n, E-
33080 Oviedo, Spain. Tel.: 34-985-
104688. Fax: 34-985-104698.
frege@correo.uniovi.es

Web site:
www.uniovi.es/Congress/2003/DLMPS

e ESSLLI-2003: FIFTEENTH EUROPEAN
SUMMER SCHOOL IN LOGIC,
LANGUAGE AND INFORMATION
Vienna, Austria, August 18-29, 2003

Organised by
European Association for Logic,
Language and Information (FoLLI).

Topics

The main focus of the European
Summer Schools in Logic, Language
and Information is on the interface
between linguistics, logic and
computation. Foundational,
introductory and advanced courses
together with workshops cover a wide
variety of topics within the three
areas of interest: Language and
Computation, Language and Logic,
and Logic and Computation.

Submission

The ESSLLI-2003 Programme
Committee invites proposals for
foundational, introductory, and
advanced courses, and for workshops
for the 15th annual Summer School
on a wide range of timely topics that
have demonstrated their relevance in
the following fields: Language &
Computation; Language & Logic;
Logic & Computation. In addition to
courses and workshops there will be a
Student Session. A Call for Papers for
the Student Session will be distributed
separately. To obtain further
information, visit the ESSLLI site
through http://www.folli.org

INEORMACIGN GENERAL

Addresses

Ivana Kruijff-Korbayova (Program
Committee -Chair-)

Attn: ESSLLI-2003

Computational Linguistics
University of the Saarland
Postfach 15 11 50

D-66041 Saarbruecken (Germany)
Phone: +49.(681).302.4502

Email: korbay@CoLi.Uni-SB.DE
Matthias Baaz (Organising Committee
-chair-)

Email: baaz@logic.at

Web site: www.logic.at/essli03/

* INTERNATIONAL HISTORY AND
PHILOSOPHY OF MATHEMATICS
MEETING
Sevilla, 17-19 september 2003

Organized by

The research group “Historia y
filosofia de las ciencias fisicas y
matematicas”, Departamento de
Filosofia y Logica, Universidad de
Sevilla.

Topics

The aim of this Meeting is to advance
contemporary work in creating a
unified field of the history and
philosophy of mathematics. We shall do
this by bringing together an important
international group of scholars who
will contribute to a book we shall edit
on the subject. The focus of the
Meeting and the book will be on the
history and philosophy of modern
mathematics (1800—1970). It has
become clear through several
conferences and many publications that
the present situation at the beginning
of the 21st century is very congenial to
this kind of historico-philosophical
enterprise, and we plan to invite many
of the leading scholars in the field.

Invited speakers

Mike Beaney (Univ Oxford, UK), Javier
Echeverria (CSIC, Espafia), Moritz
Epple (Univ Stuttgart, Germany),
Jeremy Gray (Open University, UK),
Javier de Lorenzo (Univ Valladolid,
Espaifa), Paolo Mancosu (UC Berkeley,
USA), Colin McLarty (CUNY at Buffalo,
USA), Erhard Scholz (Univ Wuppertal,
Germany), Jamie Tappenden (Univ
Michigan, USA)

Submission

Communications are welcome until
April 1, 2003. Authors should send an
abstract of at most 750 words. The
number of communications that can
be admitted is limited. Results of the
selection process will be delivered by
June 1.

Address

José Ferreirds

Departamento de Filosofia y Logica
Universidad de Sevilla

Camilo José Cela, s/n.

E-41018 Sevilla, Espafa

E-mail: ihpmm@us.es

Web site: www.us.es/ghum717/
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CALENDARIO DE EVENTOS FUTUROS

Lugar y fecha Evento Informacion
Donostia VIl Jornadas sobre ciencia, técnica, cultura y sociedad: .
17, 18 'y 19 de febrero de 2003 Plantas transgénicas: ;avance o retroceso? www.sc.ehu.es/sfweamsm/jarduerak.htm
Donostia Seminario Biotecnologia: aspectos éticos,

18 y 19 de febrero de 2003

sociales y politicos

www.sc.ehu.es/sfwcamsm/jarduerak.htm

Granada, Spain
February 25-27, 2003

Xl Inter-University Workshop on Philosophy
and Cognitive Science.

eromero@ugr.es

Leuven, Belgium
March 7-8, 2003

Between facts and norms empirical
methods in bioethics

www.masterbioethics.org

Ferrol VIl Jornadas sobre filosofia y metodologia actual de la ciencia | d
13-14 marzo, 2003 "Jornadas sobre K. Popper: Revision de su legado" wencglez@udc.es
Valéncia Il Inter-University Workshop on Mind,

March 27-29, 2003

Art and Morality

www.uv.es/metafitc/siamm?2.html

Glasgow, Scotland
March 27-29, 2003

Computing and Philosophy in Europe

http://iacap.org/

2%??%'_?%82003 The Organization Of Knowledge www.crassh.cam.ac.uk/themes/currenttheme.html
Bilbao Ill Reunidn de didactica de la Historia de la Filosofia

5, 6 y 7 mayo de 2003

en el bachillerato: La Filosofia en la sociedad

www.sc.ehu.es/sfwcamsm/jarduerak.htm

Dublin, Ireland
May 15-16, 2003

Relativism: cognitive and moral

www.ria.ie/committees/philosophy/news.html

Windsor, Ontario (Canada)
May 14 - 17, 2003

IL@25: A conference to celebrate the twenty-fifth anniversary
of the first international symposium on informal logic

Web site: www.uwindsor.ca/ossa

Donostia V Workshop sobre Filosofia de la Economia: Politicas de innovacion, .
19 de mayo de 2003 cooperacion y participacion social. Una mirada desde el Norte www.sc.ehu.es/sfwcamsm/jarduerak.htm
Barcelona Third Barcelona workshop on issues

5-7 June, 2003

in the theory of reference

www.ub.es/grc_logos/bw3

Castle Zahradky, Czech Republic
June 17-20, 2003.

LOGICA 2003

www.flu.cas.cz/logica/konf/log2003.html#top

Stanford, California (USA)
June 18-20, 2003

CONTEXT'03: Fourth International and Interdisciplinary
Conference on Modeling and Using Context

www.context.umcs.maine.edu/CONTEXT-03
www.context.umcs.maine.edu

Sevilla
18-21 Junio, 2003

Primer Congreso entre la Real Sociedad Matematica Espafiola
y la American Mathematical Society

WWW.US.es/rsme-ams/spanish/spanish.htm

Sheffield, England
July 2-5, 2003

The second annual ARHB conference on innateness
and the structure of the mind

www.shef.ac.uk/~phil/
AHRB-Project/Year TwoConference.html

Vienna, Austria
July 16-20, 2003

The International Society for History, Philosophy,
and Social Studies of Biology (ISHPSSB) 2003 Meeting

www.phil.vt.edu/ishpssb/

Belfast, North Ireland
July 17-18, 2003

British Society For The Philosophy
Of Science Conference 2003

www.dur.ac.uk/philosophy.department/
bsps/Events.html#conf2002

Oviedo
August 7-13, 2003

12th International Congress of Logic Methodology
and Philosophy of Science

www.uniovi.es/Congress/2003/DLMPS

Istanbul, Turkey
August 10-17, 2003

The XXIst World Congress of Philosophy:
“Philosophy Facing World Problems”

www.wcp2003.0rg

Vienna, Austria
August 18-29, 2003

ESSLLI-2003: Fifteenth European Summer School
in Logic, Language and Information

www.logic.at/esslli03/

Sevilla International History and Philosophy Johum717/
September 17-19, 2003 of Mathematics meeting WWw.Ls.es/ghum

Donostia Seminario Tecnociencia y cultura: tecnociencia y cultura de la .

30 y 31 de octubre de 2003 indeterminacion: Las representaciones como pautas de accion | WWWw.sc.ehu.es/sfwcamsm/jarduerak.htm
Donostia Il Reunion sobre informética y ética: La ética en la

3y 4 de noviembre de 2003

informatica desde el punto de vista de la ciencia ficcién

www.sc.ehu.es/sfwcamsm/jarduerak.htm

Florianépolis, Brazil
November 8-11, 2003

Il Principia International Symposium:
The works of Quine

www.cfh.ufsc.br/principia/

Pamplona V Encuentro sobre ciencia, tecnologia y sociedad: hu.es/sf fiarduerak ht
10 de noviembre de 2003 Etica de la responsabilidad. Donacion de vivo WWW.SC.ehu.gs/stwcamsmy/jarduerax.ntm
Bilbao Il Encuentro sobre divulgacién y comunicacién de la ciencia: hu.es/sfu fiarduerak ht
25y 26 de noviembre de 2003 | Divulgacion cientifica: entre el conocimiento y el entretenimiento |~ WWW-SC.eNu.es/stwcamsm/jarduerak.ntm
Donostia Seminario La Filosofia Cientifica en el Siglo XX. Un balance provisional

16 y 17 de diciembre de 2003

[Homenaje a Hans Reichenbach en el 50 aniversario de su muerte]

www.sc.ehu.es/sfwcamsm/jarduerak.htm
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PUBLICACIONES DE SOCIOS/AS

ARTICULOS

® Pjlar Dellunde, Francoise Delon, Frangoise Point,

“The theory of modules of separably closed fields - 1", The Journal of Symbolic Logic 67, 2002, pp. 997-1015.

LIBROS

e De Cozar, José Manuel (ed.):

Tecnologia, civilizacion y barbarie, Anthropos, Barcelona, 2002.

e Martinez-Freire, Pascual F. (ed.):

Filosofia Actual de la Mente, Suplemento 6 de Contrastes, Malaga, 2001, 375 paginas.
Se trata de un volumen escrito por trece profesores, seis de Universidades extranjeras y siete de Universidades espafiolas.
Tras una introduccién del editor, el libro consta de seis partes.

En la primera parte, titulada Posiciones en Filosofia de la Mente, se encuentran el trabajo de Andy Clark “Incorporizacion
y la filosofia de la mente” y el del fallecido Herbert Simon “Teorias computacionales de la cognicién”.
En la segunda parte, dedicada a Intersubjetividad, Creencias e Intenciones Conjuntas, hay tres estudios: el de Antoni

Gomila “La perspectiva de segunda persona: mecanismos mentales de la intersubjetividad”, el de Josefa Toribio
“Responsabilidad semantica y naturalismo” y el de Raimo Tuomela “Intencién conjunta y colectiva”.

En la tercera parte, Metafisica y Filosofia de la Mente, escriben Manuel Liz sobre “El problema del mundo externo
y el problema de la experiencia subjetiva”, y Pascual F. Martinez-Freire sobre “La realidad desde la mente”.

En la cuarta parte, sobre Teorias de las Emociones, estan los trabajos de Fernando Broncano sobre “Las emociones:
territorios intermedios en la mente” y de Carlos Moya sobre “Emociones, racionalidad y responsabilidad”.

En la quinta parte, Neurobiologia y Filosofia, aparecen los estudios de Patricia S. Churchland “;Puede la neurobiologia
ensefiarnos algo sobre la conciencia?” y de Paul M. Churchland “Hacia una neurobiologia cognitiva de las virtudes morales”.

En la ultima parte, titulada Cogniciéon, Légica y Ciencia, se encuentran “Conciencia, l6gica e inteligencia artificial”
de Alfredo Burrieza, y “Ventajas epistémicas de la cognicidén socialmente distribuida” de Anna Estany.

NOVEDADES EDITORIALES

REVISTAS

Theoria. Revista de Teoria, Historia
y Fundamentos de la Ciencia

Coeditada por el CALl y la Universidad del Pais Vasco-
Euskal Herriko Unibertsitatea, publica su Niumero
46 (volumen 18, enero de 2003).

El N° 46 incluye los siguientes trabajos:

Seccion Monografica
Logic, Language and Information
Guest Editor: Angel NEPOMUCENO

Angel NEPOMUCENO, Presentation: The interdiscipli-
nary field of Logic, Language and Information,

Juan José ACERO, Conceptions of the mind... that do
not loose sight of logic

Patrick BLACKBURN, Johan BOS, Computational
Semantics,

Joerg FLUM, Descriptive Complexity Theories
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Carlos MARTIN-VIDE, Victor MITRANA, Networks of
Evolutionary Processors: A Survey

Gheorghe PAUN, Mario J. PEREZ-JIMENEZ, Recent
Computability Models Inspired from Biology: DNA
and Membrane Computing

ARTICULOS / ARTICLES

Agustin VICENTE, Fernando MARTINEZ MANRIQUE,
La relatividad lingdistica en los tiempos del menta-
Iés (Linqguistic relativity in the times of mentalese)

RECENSIONES /| BOOK REVIEWS

MCGUIRE, J. E, TUCHANSKA, B.: Science Unfettered. A
Philosophical Study in Sociohistorical Ontology,
(Leticia Olga Minhot)

WATKINS, M, Rediscovering Colors. A Study in
Pollyanna Realism, (Ekai Txapartegi)

GONZALEZ, W. J. (Ed.), Diversidad de la explicacion
cientifica, (Paula Neira)
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Abrante Gonzalez, Cristobal
cjagz@correo.rcanaria.es

Acero Fernandez, Juan José
acero@ugr.es

Aibar Puentes, Eduardo
eaibar@campus.uoc..es

Albisu Aparicio, Maria
ylpalapm@sf.ehu.es

Alcolea Banegas, Jesus
Jesus.Alcolea@uv.es

Alemén Pardo, Anastasio
anastasio.aleman@uam.es

Alonso, Antonio
andoniap@unex.es

Alvarez Alvarez, ). Francisco
jalvarez@fsof.uned.es

Ambrogi Alvarez, Adelaida
dflaaa0@ps.uib.es

Antédn Antdn, Amador
anton@Ilevant.uji.es

Arce Diego, Jose Luis
jlarce@teisa.unican.es

Arrazola Iturbe, Xabier
ylparitx@sf.ehu.es

Badesa Cortés, Calixto
badesa@cerber.mat.ub.es

Bengoetxea Cousillas, Juan
Bautista
ylbbecoj@sc.ehu.es

Benitez, Antonio
abenitez@filos.ucm.es

Borrego Diaz, Joaquin
jborrego@sevaxu.cica.es

Bosch Bastardes, Roger
roger@pinon.ccu.uniovi.es

Broncano, Fernando
ibroncan@hum.uc3m.es

Bustos Guadano, Eduardo
ebustos@fsof.uned.es

Caba Sanchez, Antonio
acaba@uma.es

Cadevall Soler, Magi
Magi.Cadevall@uab.es

Campos Roselld, Francisco José
camposf@uv.es

Cancela Silva, Maria Celeste
mceleste@usc.es

Canon Loyes, Camino
cloyes@fil.upco.es

Carreras Gargallo, Alberto
acaras@posta.unizar.es

Casaban Moya, Enric
Enric.Casaban@uv.es

Castrodeza, Carlos
castrode@eucemax.sim.ucm.es

Cela Conde, Camilo José
dflcccO@ps.uib.es

Cerezo Lallana, Maria
mcerezo@filoso.unav.es

Cirera Duocastella, Ramon
cirera@cerber.mat.ub.es

Corc6 Juvifa, Josep
jecorco@unica.edu

Corredor Lanas, Cristina
corredor@fyl.uva.es

De Cézar Escalante,
José Manuel
jcozar@ull.es

De Donato Rodriguez, Javier
jddr@fll.urv.es

De Mora Charles, Mary Sol
yfpdechm@sf.ehu.es

Dellunde i Clavé, Pilar
dellunde@cc.uab.es

Denegri Rosell, Guillermo
Maria
gdenegri@mdp.edu.ar

Diéguez Lucena, Antonio J.
dieguez@uma.es

Diez Calzada, Jose Antonio
jadc@astor.urv.es

Diez Martinez, Amparo
adiez@fsof.uned.es
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Echeverria Ezponda, Javier
flvee20@fresno.csic.es

Espinoza, Miguel
miguel.espinoza@wanadoo.fr

Estany, Anna
Anna.Estany@uab.es

Etxeberria Agiriano, Arantza
ylpetaga@sc.ehu.es

Falguera Lopez, José Luis
Iflgfalg@usc.es

Fdez Diez-Picazo, Enrique
Gustavo
gfdezdp@um.es

Fernandez Moreno, Luis
luis.fernandez@filos.ucm.es

Ferreirds Dominguez, José
josef@us.es

Font Llovet, Josep Maria
font@cerber.mat.ub.es

Francisco Villa, Mario
cmsfi8@eovuovll.bitnet

Garcia Doncel, Manuel
cehic@cehic.uab.es

Garcia Encinas, Marfa José
ylbgaenm@sf.ehu.es

Garcia Maza, Julia
flvppOl@cc.csic.es

Garcia Murga, Fernando
fibgamuf@vc.ehu.es

Garcia-Carpintero, Manuel
garcia@cerber.mat.ub.es

Garciadiego Dantan, Alejandro
gardan@servidor.unam.mx

Gil Estallo, Angel Javier
ajgil@upf.es

Gomez Ferri, Javier
gomez@num.uji.es

Gbmez Lopez, Susana
susanagl@eucmos.sim.ucm.es

Goémez Rodriguez, Amparo
agomez@ull.es
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Gonzélez Armas, Nory
mga@gugu.com.mga

Gonzélez Fernandez,
Wenceslao
wencglez@udc.es

Gonzalez Garcia, Marta |.
martaig@hum.uc3m.es

Gonzalez Gilmas, Oscar
ylpgogio@sf.ehu.es

Gonzalez Pazos, Lucila
pslog06@sis.ucm.es

Grimaltos Mascaros, Tobies
tobies.grimaltos@uv.es

Guillen Dominguez, Luis
lgd@arrakis.es

Hernandez Alonso, Jesus
hernande@ccuam3.sdi.uam.es

Hernandez Iglesias, Manuel
mhi@um.es

Hierro Sanchez-Pescador, José
jose.hierro@uam.es

Huertas Sanchez, Antonia
imat9@cc.uab.es

Ibarra, Andoni
ylpibuna@sf.ehu.es

llarregui Miranda, Begofa
bilar@filos.unav.es

Iranzo Garcia, Valeriano
Valeriano.lranzo@uv.es

Jansana Férrer, Ramon
jansana@cerber.mat.ub.es

Ledn Sanchez, Juan Carlos
jeleon@fcu.um.es

Lépez Cerezo, José Antonio
cerezo@pinon.ccu.uniovi.es

Lorente Tallada, Juan Manuel
Juan.Lorente@uv.es

Lujan Loépez, Jose Luis
dfljllo@ps.uib.es

Llano Cifuentes, Alejandro
allano@rector.unav.es
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Llombart Palet, José
wipllpaj@Ilg.ehu.es

Macia Fabrega, Josep
macia@trivium.gh.ub.es

Maltras Barba, Bruno
maltras@gugu.usal.es

Manzano Arjona, Marfa
mara@gugu.usal.es

Marcos Martinez, Alfredo
amarcos@fyl.uva.es

Mariscal, Javier
estudio@mariscal.com

Marquina San Miguel,
Maria Luisa
marisam@uax.es

Marraud Gonzélez, Huberto
hubert.marraud@uam.es

Martin Fernandez, José
Candido
kandimartin@hotmail.com

Martin Santos, Arantxa
pslog05@emducmsl.sis.ucm.es

Martinez Alonso, Juan Carlos
martinez@cerber.mat.ub.es

Martinez Manrique, Fernando
ylbmamaf@sf.ehu.es

Martinez Solano, José
Francisco
jfms@accesosis.es

Martinez Vidal, Concha
Iflpocmav@usc.es

Martinez-Freire, Pascual
freire@uma.es

Mataix Loma, Carmen
carmix@eucmax.sim.ucm.es

Mataix, Susana
s.mataix@teleline.es

Monleon Pradas, Manuel
mmonleon@upvnet.upv.es

Moreno, Alvaro
ylpmobea@sf.ehu.es

Moreno, Miguel
mmoreno@ugr.es
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Mosterin Heras, Jesus
jesus@mosterin.com

Moya Espi, Carlos
Carlos.Moya@uv.es

Murillo Murillo, lldefonso
murillo@apdo.com

Navajas Gomez de Aranda,
Santiago
snavajas@teleline.es

Navarro Navarro, Ginés
gnavarro@terrassa.uned.es

Nubiola, Jaime
jnubiola@unav.es

Odriozola Sustaeta, Ifaki
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| Jornadas Hispano-Portuguesas
de Filosofia Analitica

(Santiago de Compostela,
20-22 de noviembre del 2002)

Del 20 al 22 de noviembre del 2002 se
celebraron en Santiago de Compostela
las | Jornadas Hispano-Portuguesas de
Filosofia Analitica, inauguradas con el
proposito de favorecer e intensificar el
intercambio cientifico entre investi-
gadores espafioles y portugueses que
realicen sus trabajos dentro del &mbito
de la Filosofia Analitica. Las sesiones
comenzaron con la conferencia titula-
da “Usted no es quien para darme
ordenes: Fuerza ilocucionaria y condi-
ciones ilocucionarias”, a cargo del pro-
fesor Antonio Blanco Salgueiro
(Universidad Complutense de Madrid).
Su contribucidn consistié en la defensa
de un externismo antimentalista afin
al de J. L. Austin en relaciéon con la
fuerza ilocucionaria. Estableciendo
una analogia entre el externismo
semantico, concerniente al contenido
representacional, y el externismo
ilocucionario, relativo a la fuerza, A.
Blanco sostiene que, de forma similar a
como H. Putnam y T. Burge mantienen
que no sélo el valor de verdad de las
emisiones es determinado por el
entorno fisico y social sino que tam-
bién lo son sus condiciones de verdad,
desde el segundo tipo de externismo
podria afirmase que tanto la fuerza
como las condiciones ilocucionarias
son determinadas por dicho entorno.
Ambos tipos de condiciones coin-
cidirian, pues, en hallarse vinculadas
rigidamente a un determinado
entorno fisico o social. En el caso anal-
izado a lo largo de la charla, el de las
ordenes, se enfatiza la insuficiencia de
las intenciones del emisor para que
algo cuente como un mandato,
apelando, en cambio, a la consid-
eracion de factores externos no
reducibles a los presentes en el contex-
to de emisién, como por ejemplo el
reconocimiento institucional de legiti-
ma autoridad sobre el que recibe la
orden.
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El profesor Ricardo Santos (Universidad
Nova de Lisboa) abordo, en su confe-
rencia, “"O problema do significado na
teoria da verdade de Tarski”, la contro-
versia que se indica en el titulo.
Centrandose en la interrelacién entre
los conceptos de verdad y significado
en la teoria de A. Tarski, R. Santos ana-
lizé, en primer lugar, el conflicto entre
la sugerencia de D. Davidson, segun la
cual la verdad deberia ser considerada
como un concepto primitivo, y la pre-
tension de Tarski de haber definido tal
concepto para los lenguajes formales
sin recurrir a ningun término semanti-
co primitivo. En segundo lugar, dio
cuenta de los problemas semanticos
que impidieron a Tarski cumplir su
objetivo de un modo filoséficamente
satisfactorio, deteniéndose en tres de
ellos: el caracter enumerativo de su
definiciéon de verdad, su necesaria rela-
tivizacién a un lenguaje particular vy,
por ultimo, el caracter tautolégico de
las frases-V que se deducen de dicha
definicion. El profesor Santos comparte
con H. Putnam, H. Field y D. Davidson,
entre otros, la exigencia, incumplida
por Tarski, de relativizacién de la defi-
nicion de verdad a un lenguaje cual-
quiera; por lo que estima conveniente
reconsiderar la aceptacion de la verdad
como concepto indefinible.

La intervencion del profesor Manuel
Pérez Otero (Universidad de
Barcelona), presentada bajo el titulo
“Impresiones de contingencia y dualis-
mo psicofisico segun Kripke”, tuvo por
objeto ofrecer una refutacién del argu-
mento kripkeano en favor del dualis-
mo de las relaciones entre mente y
cerebro. La argumentacioén se desarro-
lla, no obstante, asumiendo de manera
explicita el marco filoséfico general
elaborado por Kripke. Dado que las
tesis dualistas kripkeanas se apoyan en
la explicacion que él ofrece del fené-
meno de las impresiones de contingen-
cia de ciertas verdades necesarias, la
estrategia argumentativa de M. Pérez
Otero se articula, no a partir de criticas
sustantivas a las tesis metafisicas y
semanticas de Kripke, sino recurriendo
a objeciones contra su modo de argu-
mentar. En concreto, se pone de mani-
fiesto la falta de relevancia explicativa

de un rasgo crucial en la explicaciéon
kripkeana utilizado de forma esencial
en su defensa del dualismo. Dicho
rasgo consiste en suponer la contin-
gencia del enunciado S, epistémica-
mente equivalente al enunciado S en
lo tocante a los aspectos cualitativos,
siendo S necesario pero aparentemen-
te contingente y habiéndose estableci-
do una asociacion entre Sy S’ por parte
de los usuarios del lenguaje donde se
formulan tales enunciados. El profesor
Pérez Otero denuncia que la explica-
cién del citado rasgo depende, a su
vez, de una explicacién mas general,
no efectiva contra el monismo psicofisi-
co, explicacion en la cual Kripke sefiala
la confusion entre necesidad y apriori-
dad como causa de la apariencia de
contingencia.

La segunda sesién de las Jornadas se
inicié con la contribucion de la profe-
sora Sofia Miguens (Universidade do
Porto), titulada “Agentes racionais e
irracionais (quanta racionalidade ¢é
necessaria na teoria da mente?)”. En
ella traté el uso de la nocién de racio-
nalidad en el ambito de las ciencias
cognitivas. A juicio de S. Miguens, debe
reparase tanto en la necesidad de la
nocion de racionalidad para abordar
cuestiones de mente y cogniciéon, como
en el problema abierto que supone la
clarificacién de la naturaleza de dicha
racionalidad. Con objeto de profundi-
zar en este ultimo punto, se partié de
una exposicion de la teoria trascenden-
talista de la racionalidad, defendida
por D. Davidson, mostrando sus errores
con la ayuda de las concepciones inten-
cionales y minimalistas proporciona-
das, respectivamente, por D. Dennett y
C. Cherniak. En su conferencia, S.
Miguens exploré las consecuencias filo-
soficas que comporta la imperfecciéon
de la racionalidad, reconocida en la
teoria de la racionalidad minima de
Cherniak, apenas admitida desde la
Teoria de los Sistemas Intencionales de
Dennett, y negada desde la posicion
idealizante de Davidson acerca de la
racionalidad, que recurre al modelo de
la teoria de la decision. Se contrapuso,
pues, la concepcién davidsoniana de
racionalidad como tipo de légica tras-
cendentalmente adecuado, de caracter
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universal y apriorista, a las propuestas
de Dennett y Cherniak, que se compro-
meten con una nocién de racionalidad
al nivel del agente, teniendo éste que
manifestar apenas un conjunto razona-
blemente substancial de las inferencias
que serian requeridas de un agente
racional perfecto aplicando un criterio
instrumental dado.

El profesor Luis M. Peris-Viié
(Universidad de Granada) examiné la
relacion entre la configuracién de las
teorias linguisticas y las opciones onto-
l6gicas que presuponen, esto es, el tipo
de objetos con los que ellas se compro-
meten. A lo largo de su conferencia
titulada “Ontologia de teorias linglis-
ticas”, analizé criticamente las concep-
ciones ontolégicas de Leonard
Bloomfield y Noam Chomsky, tal y
como éstas se reflejan en dos momen-
tos de su produccion cientifica diferen-
tes, que, en el caso de Bloomfield, que-
dan recogidos respectivamente en sus
obras An Introduction to the Study of
Language (1914) y Language (1933), y
en el de Chomsky, en sus The Logical
Structure of Linguistic Theory (1955) y
Aspects of the Theory of Syntax (1965).
L. M. Peris-Vifié cuestiond la interpreta-
cién de las posiciones ontoldgicas de
ambos autores que usualmente se rea-
liza, incluso por parte de ellos mismos.
Aplicando como herramientas metodo-
lo6gicas el analisis conceptual de los tex-
tos, la interpretacién de la practica de
los linguistas y el andlisis l6gico-recons-
tructivo de las teorias, concluyé que, al
contrario de lo establecido desde la
interpretaciéon ortodoxa, no es cierto
que Bloomfield (1933), caracterizado
por un giro nominalista, mantenga el
denominado mentalismo de
Bloomfield (1914). De forma similar,
Peris-Viié rechazé la interpretacion
ortodoxa de Chomsky (1955) como par-
ticipando del mismo enfoque mentalis-
ta que Chomsky (1965), pues, a su
entender, en The Logical Structure of
Linguistic Theory se defiende de mane-
ra explicita la tesis sobre el lenguaje
externalizado, y no asi la tesis sobre el
lenguaje internalizado.

En su conferencia sobre *“Inconmen-
surabilidad, percepcion e informes
observacionales”, el profesor José Luis
Falguera traté de esclarecer si el cam-
bio de percepcion, que de acuerdo con

BOLETIN DE LA SLMFCE - N° 30 - PRIMAVERA 2003

T. S. Kuhn (The Structure of Scientific
Revolutions, 1962) acontece durante el
cambio revolucionario de teoria, es un
elemento imprescindible para la tesis
de la inconmensurabilidad intertedrica.
Apoyandose en el estudio de Alexander
Bird sobre Thomas Kuhn (2000), J.L.
Falguera examiné el modo en que
Kuhn justifica esta tesis, asumiendo
algunos de los postulados del empiris-
mo légico estandar sobre percepcion,
como la identificacién de las observa-
ciones con experiencias perceptivas
conscientes, y rechazando otros, en
concreto, la idea de que las percepcio-
nes conscientes proporcionan informa-
cién directa del mundo externo e inde-
pendiente de juicios. El profesor
Falguera denuncié la mencionada iden-
tificacion como un dogma mas del
empirismo, al que opuso una marcada
diferenciacién entre observacion y per-
cepcion consciente. Seria especifico de
la primera el incluir reconocimiento
conforme a determinado aparato con-
ceptual, esto es, el poseer caracter con-
ceptual. También se atribuiria a la pri-
mera una mayor importancia empirica
para la ciencia. En conclusién, lo rele-
vante para la inconmensurabilidad no
serian los cambios de experiencia per-
ceptiva sino la variaciones conceptuales
con divergencia de referencia. Ello per-
mitiria restringir el alcance de la tesis
de la inconmensurabilidad intertedrica
al dmbito linguistico-conceptual, como
Kuhn propuso a partir de 1976
("Theory-Change as Structure-Change.
Comments of the Sneed Formalism").

El comienzo de la tercera y ultima
sesién de las Jornadas corrié a cargo
del profesor Wenceslao J. Gonzalez
(Universidad de A Corufia), cuya inter-
vencion llevé por titulo: “El empirismo
moderado en Filosofia Analitica: Una
réplica a P. F. Strawson”. La caracteriza-
cion y desarrollo del empirismo mode-
rado de Strawson centran el estudio
presentado por W. J. Gonzalez, que se
despliega dialécticamente de acuerdo
con la discusién sostenida por ambos
autores y plasmada en los articulos “P.
F. Strawson’s Moderate Empiricism: The
Philosophical Basis of his Approach in
Theory of Knowledge” (W. J. Gonzélez,
1998) y "“Reply to Wenceslao J.
Gonzalez"” (P. F. Strawson, 1998). El pro-
fesor Gonzalez enfatizé el caracter
post-kantiano y no reduccionista del

empirismo strawsoniano, y explicd los
dos elementos propuestos por él para
mejorarlo, a saber, la consideracién de
la dimension histérica de los conceptos
y la necesidad de mantener el caracter
objetivo de los mismos. Finalmente,
expuso la respuesta de Strawson a tales
propuestas, destacando su nueva dis-
tincién, aceptada por W. J. Gonzélez,
entre concepto (posesién intelectual
de una propiedad de una cosa) y pro-
piedad (el universal, perteneciente a
una realidad extramental).

En su conferencia sobre “Linguagem e
pensamento”, el profesor Antdénio
Zilhdo (Universidad Nova de Lisboa)
exploré la relacion entre lenguaje y
pensamiento recurriendo al caso ficti-
cio descrito en la novela de George
Orwell titulada Nineteen Eighty-Four.
La citada obra hablaba de un nuevo
lenguaje (‘Newspeak’) disefiado para
restringir y condicionar el ambito de
pensamiento (forzando asi su confor-
midad con ciertos principios ideolégi-
cos). Tras considerar la critica del psico-
lingUista Steven Pinker (The Language
Instinct) a la tesis del determinismo lin-
guistico que subyace a dicho caso de
ficcion, A. Zilhdo optdé por una via
media entre tal determinismo y el
reduccionismo entre pensamientos y
contenidos proposicionales. Aun reco-
nociendo la indole simbdlica de los
mecanismos del pensamiento, Zilhdo
cuestiond que éstos tengan control
semantico sobre el lenguaje publico.

Dentro del campo de la ética analitica
el profesor Pedro Galvdo (Universidad
Nova de Lisboa) presenté su contribu-
cion: “Duplo Efeito: O problema da
proximidade”. En ella, P. Galvao
defendié la doctrina del doble efecto
(D.D.E.), aplicable a aquellas situa-
ciones en las que el agente prevé que
el actuar de una cierta manera pro-
ducird por lo menos un buen efecto
(pretendido) y un mal efecto (mera-
mente previsto, no pretendido). El
problema de la caracterizacién de las
intenciones y del medio de los agentes
ha dado lugar a otro, el de reconocery
diferenciar, respectivamente, la buena
accion pretendida y el mal previsto, jus-
tificando la necesaria conexién entre
ambos. Este ultimo ha sido denomina-
do el problema de la proximidad. Para
solventarlo apelé a una nocién de
proximidad cercana a la de Michael
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Bratman, entendiéndola como depen-
dencia entre hechos establecida en vir-
tud de la igualdad de disposiciones rel-
evantes requeridas para pretenderlos.
El profesor Galvao reivindico, pues, la
relevancia de la distincién entre lo que
es pretendido como medio y lo que
resulta previsible del medio utilizado,
por lo que rechazé las principales criti-
cas a D.D.E., fundamentadas apelando
a una supuesta artificiosidad de la dis-
tincién precedente.

Las jornadas contaron también con
numerosas comunicaciones en las que
se trataron temas como el uso cogniti-
vo del lenguaje revelado por la intros-
pecciéon (Agustin Vicente, Universidad
de Valladolid), la ambigtedad de la
nocion semantica de indicar en Frege
(Luis Villegas Forero, Universidad de
Santiago de Compostela), el relativis-
mo conceptual y el empirismo (Celeste
Cancela, Universidad de Santiago de
Compostela), la relaciéon entre lengua-
je y pensamiento (André Joffily Abath,
Universidad Nova de Lisboa), el
deber de veracidad (Txetxu Ausin,

Universidad Europea de Madrid,
y Lorenzo Pefa, C.S.1.C.), la tesis
de la identidad ocasional (Marta

Campdelacreu Argues, Universidad de
Barcelona), el debate Shoemaker-
Woods sobre autoidentificaciéon (José
Maria Ariso, Universidad Complutense
de Madrid), la teoria de la simulacion
((Tamara Ojeda Arceo, Universidad de
la Laguna), el conocimiento empirico a
priori (Javier Vilanova, Universidad
Complutense de Madrid), el naturalis-
mo y la aprioricidad (Concha Martinez
Vidal, Universidad de Santiago de
Compostela), la neurociencia cognitiva
como ciencia interpretativa (Juan José
Acero y Alberto Morales, Universidad
de Granada), la comunicacion vy
la intencionalidad (Paulo Barroso,
Universidad Nova de Lisboa), los cam-
bios referenciales de los términos
de clase natural en la ciencia (Maria
de la Concepcién Caamafio Alegre,
Universidad de Santiago de Compos-
tela), y, por ultimo, la especializacion y
la inconmensurabilidad (Carlos Calvifio
Barreiro, Universidad de Santiago de
Compostela).

Maria de la Concepcion Caamaiio Alegre
Universidad de Santiago de Compostela

mcaamano@usc.es
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FORUM

The use of the word
‘proposition’
in philosophical discourse

The word ‘proposition’ has been in the
vocabulary of philosophers for a long
time. Its employment originated from
that of more ancient words. In the
Middle Ages the Latin word propositio
was used by logicians to refer to an
utterance that is susceptible of truth
and falsity. As far as we know, proposi-
tio occurs for the first time with this
meaning in the treatise Peri herme-
neias, which is commonly attributed to
the second century logician Apuleius.
The word was already in use at that
time, and was in turn a translation of
the Greek word prétasis, which goes
back to Aristotle. After the Middle
Ages propositio remained in the philo-
sophical lexicon, and in the modern
period became the term for the spoken
or written expression of a judgement.
This was not the only use of the word.
For example, propositio could stand for
a mental entity that was taken to be in
some relation with the written expres-
sion of a judgement. Similar extensions
of the use of propositio had led medie-
val logicians to enrich their vocabulary
with terms like propositio mentalis or
propositio scripta. But just as in the
Middle Ages, the predominant use of
propositio in the modern period was
that according to which it designated a
linguistic entity, that is, an entity made
of written or spoken words. The same
goes for the early translations of pro-
positio into modern languages, such as
the English proposition or the German
satz. A significant change in the use of
the German satz may be located in
Bolzano’s Wissenschaftslehre (1837),
where a distinction is drawn between
the spoken satz and the satz "in itself”.
While the spoken satz is a sequence of
words uttered in order to assert that
something is or is not the case, the satz
“in itself” is the assertion that somet-
hing is or is not the case regardless
whether or not somebody has put it
into words or whether it has been
thought. Quite independently of
Bolzano’s work, the notion of an entity
that is “expressed” by means of a
sequence of words but is not itself

a sequence of words penetrated into
the philosophical lexicon between
the end of the nineteenth century and
the beginning of the twentieth
century. The notion made its appea
rance in Frege's Uber Sinn und
Bedeutung (1892), Husserl's Logische
Untersuchungen (1900-1901), Moore's
The Nature of Judgement (1889) and
Russell’'s The Principles of Mathematics
(1903), and ‘proposition’ became a
word for it. This brought along a cer-
tain amount of unclarity, for at that
time the word was still in use with its
old meaning. It is not difficult to find
fluctuations of meaning in the writings
of that period. Sometimes ‘proposition’
stands for a sequence of words, at other
times it stands for what is “expressed”
or “signified” by a sequence of words.
By contrast, in the contemporary philo-
sophical jargon the old meaning of the
word ‘proposition’ seems to have disap-
peared, as the word is almost never
used to refer to a linguistic entity. The
word ‘sentence’ is currently used to
refer to a sequence of words formed
according to the syntactic rules of this
or that language, and it is normally
taken for granted that ‘proposition’ is
not synonymous with ‘sentence’.

But if ‘proposition’ does not stand for a
sequence of words, what does it stand
for? There seems to be more than one
answer on the market. Although the
current uses of the word ‘proposition’
are quite uniform insofar as it is assu-
med that the word stands for things
which are not made of words, they are
way less uniform as to what such things
are taken to be made of. According to
a very influential tradition that goes
back to Frege, the things called ‘propo-
sitions’ are made up of abstract entities
called ‘concepts’ or ‘'modes of presenta-
tion’. The basic idea is that a sentence is
related to such a thing to the extent to
which the words occurring in the sen-
tence are related to the concepts or
modes of presentations that constitute
it. For example, the proposition to
which the sentence ‘snow is white’ is
related is made up of the concept or
mode of presentation of snow and the
concept or mode of presentation of
white. The way these concepts or
modes of presentation are combined in
the proposition corresponds to the way
the words ‘snow’ and ‘white’ are rela-
ted in the syntax of the sentence.
According to another line of thought
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usually associated with the name of
Russell, what is called ‘proposition’ is
made of things like concrete objects,
properties and relations. Again, the
basic idea is that a sentence is related
to such a thing to the extent to which
the words occurring in the sentence are
related to its constituents. For example,
the proposition to which the sentence
‘snow is white’ is related is made up of
what the word ‘snow’ stands for,
namely, snow, and what the word
‘white’ stands for, namely, whiteness.
The way snow and whiteness are com-
bined in the proposition corresponds to
the way the words ‘snow’ and ‘white’
are related in the syntax of the senten-
ce. Most of the current uses of the word
‘proposition’ may be assimilated either
to a Fregean view or to a Russellian
view (or to both). Some others besides
rest on the assumption that the mea-
ning of the word may be given in the
language of possible worlds semantics.
For example, the proposition expressed
by the sentence ‘snow is white’ may be
construed as a set of possible worlds,
namely, the set of possible worlds in
which the sentence is true.

The variety of the accounts on the mar-
ket shows that there are internal diver-
gences among the current uses of the
word ‘proposition’. But independently
of these divergences, the current uses
of the word tend to overlap at least on
some points. The fact is that certain
properties are mostly attributed to pro-
positions independently of this or that
conception of them. If we list the pro-
perties in question we get a general
sketch of what kind of things most phi-
losophers have in mind when they use
the word ‘proposition’. (1) Language-
independence. Propositions are expres-
sed by sentences of this or that langua-
ge. But it is not essential to them that
they are actually expressed by certain
sentences, nor that they are actually
expressed by some sentence. For exam-
ple, the English sentence ‘snow is white’
expresses a certain proposition. But the
proposition in question does not
belong to English or to any other lan-
guage, and doesn’t need to be expres-
sed by the sentence ‘snow is white’ or
by any other sentence. It is a merely
contingent fact about it that it is
expressed. It existed before English or
any other language existed, and would
exist even if English or any other lan-
guage didn't exist. Thus, there can be
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unexpressed propositions, that is,
propositions to which no sentence
corresponds. (2) Mind-independence.
Propositions are the objects of our acts
of thinking. But being the objects of
our acts of thinking is not essential to
them. The proposition expressed by the
sentence ‘snow is white’ can be
thought. But it is a mere contingent
fact about it that it is actually thought.
It existed before being thought, and
would exist even if it weren't thought.
Some propositions have never been
objects of any act of thinking. Then, the
existence of propositions does not
depend on the existence of our minds
or on the existence of thought. (3)
Structure. Propositions are made out of
“building blocks” or constituents of
some kind, in such a way that their
structure matches to some extent the
syntactic structure of the sentences that
express them. For example, the proposi-
tion expressed by the sentence ‘snow is
white’ contains at least one constituent
corresponding to the expression ‘snow’
and one constituent corresponding to
the expression ‘white’. The way these
constituents are combined corresponds
to the way the expressions ‘snow’ and
‘white’ are combined in the syntax of
the sentence. (4) Truth. Propositions are
the kind of things which are true or
false, and the sense in which they are
true or false is different from that in
which sentences can be said to be true
or false. Sentences can be said to be
true or false given the meaning they
have and the way they are used on cer-
tain occasions by the speakers of the
language they belong to. On the con-
trary, propositions are true or false
independently of linguistic facts concer-
ning the sentences that express them.
In the first place, the way in which pro-
positions have truth conditions is diffe-
rent from that in which sentences have
truth conditions. The sentence ‘snow is
white’ has the truth condition it has in
virtue of the fact that English speakers
use the words occurring in it as they do.
Had English speakers used the word
‘white’ in the way they actually use the
word ‘yellow’, the truth condition of
the sentence would have been diffe-
rent. Sentences have their truth condi-
tions relatively to this or that language,
i.e. they are true-in-English, true-in-
Italian, and so on. Accordingly, their
truth conditions are contingent on the
practices of the speakers of the langua-
ge they belong to. On the contrary, pro-

RECENSIONES

positions have truth conditions inde-
pendently of any language, therefore
they have them necessarily or essen-
tially. In the second place, the way in
which propositions have a truth value is
different from that in which sentences
have a truth value. A sentence has its
truth value relatively to the way it is
used on a certain occasion by a speaker
of the language it belongs to, therefo-
re its truth value can change from one
occasion to another. On the contrary, a
proposition has its truth value without
relativization to time or space, therefo-
re it has it absolutely. For example, the
sentence ‘it is raining’ is true or false
relatively to the place and time at
which it is uttered by speakers of
English. But the truth value of the pro-
position expressed by this sentence on a
given occasion does not itself change
with time or space.

The idea that propositions are true or
false in a sense that is different from
that in which sentences can be said to
be true or false leads to the idea that
propositions are the bearers of truth,
or that they are the primary bearers of
truth. Sometimes the latter idea is
accompanied by the claim that senten-
ces are not bearers of truth. At other
times it is accompanied by the weaker
claim that sentences are true or false
“derivatively”. Accordingly, it is main-
tained that for a sentence to be true or
false is for the proposition it expresses
to be true or false. The claim that pro-
positions are the (primary) bearers of
truth goes together with the view that
propositions are the things that (in the
primary sense) function as the terms of
logical relations like entailment, con-
tradiction, and so on. To say that one
thing entails another is to say that it
cannot be the case that the first is true
and the second is false. Similarly, to say
that two things contradict each other is
to say that it is impossible for both to
be true. Then, it is argued, the items
that constitute the (primary) terms of
these relations are the things that are
the (primary) bearers of truth and fal-
sehood, namely, propositions.

[The present material is drawn from
Andrea lacona, Propositions, Name,
Genoa 2002]
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